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8th Athens Ethnographic Film Festival

November 22nd-26th at ASTOR cinema, 28, Stadiou street
(entrance through Stoa Korai / near Panepistimio metro station)

www.ethnofest.gr/en

“The tribute entitled “Man and the Environment” is implemented by 
the Operational Program “Human Resources Development, Education 
and Lifelong Learning” and its co-financed by the European Union 
(European Social Fund) and Greek National Funds. The film tribute has 
free admission and it’s accessible to disabled people.”

Ticket prices

Screening slot: 2 euros
All-day pass: 5 euros
10-screening pass: 10 euros

• Free entrance for all students and unemployment card holders
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*THE ENTRANCE TO ALL SIDE EVENTS IS FREE

Saturday, November 25th
11:00 - 14:00
Panel discussion for the themed section “Labour and Precarity” and film screening. 
The curators, Dimitra Kofti and Mao Mollona, present questions and issues 
concerning this year’s themed section, and invite the filmmakers Jasmina Metwaly 
(“Out on the Street”) and Apostolos Karakasis (“Next Stop: Utopia”) to a discussion 
on, and beyond, their work.

The dicussion will be followed by the screening of the film:
Out on the Street (Egypt, 2015, 70’) Directed by Jasmina Metwaly, Philip Rizk
On a rooftop overlooking the heart of Cairo -presented as a space between fact and 
fiction- nine working class men participate in an acting workshop where directors 
create characters and stories inspired by workers’ real lives.

15:00-17:00
Μasterclass on “Editing in documentary filmmaking” by award-winning film editor and 
filmmaker, Isabelle Ingold and her colleague, Vivianne Perelmuter. 

Sunday, November 26th
13:00-15:00
Panel discussion for the themed section “Man and the Environment”. The curators 
of the section, Alexis Katsaros and Calliope Stara, invite the audience to an open 
discussion concerning the complex issues, among which preserving the environment 
and the changes in the rural and mountainous communities of Greece. The discussion 
will be coordinated by Villy Fotopoulou, Head of the Directorate of Modern Cultural 
Assets and Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

S I D E  E V E N T S
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We Must Be Dreaming (Belgium, 2016, 61’)
Filmmaker in attendance
Directed by: David Bert Joris Dhert
Along three years of navigating through the daily lives of three Brazilians living in 
Rio de Janeiro, the film explores on a personal level what the World Cup and the 
Olympic Games have actually meant for the lives of the people of Rio de Janeiro and 
tο what degree the two biggest sport events of the planet have brought the dreams 
and opportunities that they promised.

20:00



Women in Uniform (The Netherlands, 2017, 3’) 
Directed by: Koštana Banović 
One day at the cigar factory in Sao Felix, Brazil. Women and tobacco leaves.

We the Others (Greece, 2017, 14’) 
Directed by: Nikos Goulios
We are the Others is a short fiction film about the last day at work for a 50 year old 
warehouser of a multinational company. He agrees with his signature on his dismissal 
and continues his last shift. They send him to decorate a school feast.

Lives in the Malls (Italy, 2014, 75’) 
Directed by: Nicola Zambelli, Fabio Ferrero 
The film uses the personal histories of two friends, who are mall employees, as 
starting point to reflect upon the new labour (im)balances and how personal dreams 
continue or cease to exist in a world of economic crisis and social fragility.

Films by students of the National Kapodistrian
University of Athens
Louis (Greece, 2017, 10’)
Directed by: Despoina Kalogianni, Aria Saridi 
Polyploubo (Greece, 2017, 11’)
Directed by: Niovi Andrioti, Evangelida Vasilopoulou, Charalambos Drousiotis, 
Theodoros Panagopoulos
Within Tempo (Greece, 2017, 10’)
Directed by: Aggelos Kladis, Polyxeni Fotopoulou 

Nestani.Carrying Aiyioris (St. George)- Work in Progress (Greece, 2017, 30’)
Filmmakers in attendance
Directed by: Silas Michalakas, Giannis N. Drinis
Οn the annual Saint George’s day, people from Nestani bearing adorned poles walk 
to the outlying church of Aiyioris, situated at spot elevation 1280 meters above sea 
level. Once there, they sing traditional folk songs that could be regarded as an oral 
archive of the community’s history and collective experience.
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Εvery Single Day (Greece, 2016, 57’)
Filmmaker in attendance
Directed by: Spyros Gerousis
The parallel stories of four people who made their contact with hip hop during the 
Greek 90s. An ethnographic approach to the hip hop culture and a visual narration of 
the Greek history of the last twenty-five years.

HUÁYÌ (Italy, 2016, 16’)
Directed by: Yuebai Liu, Matteo Primiterra
The pursuit of self and identity through the voices of a new generation of young 
Italian Chinese, feeling stuck between three worlds. Their parents’ world, the Italy, 
and contemporary China that they struggle to understand.

Between Islam and the Sacred Forest (Germany/ USA, 2016, 52’)
Directed by: Martin Gruber, Frank Seidel
An anthropologist and a linguist from Germany are trying to understand two seemingly 
conflicting ceremonies during a four-day event commemorating a recently deceased 
woman, taking place in a small village on the coast of Guinea, West Africa.  
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The Maribor Uprisings: A Live Participatory Film
(USA/ Slovenia, 2017, 90’) 
Directed by: Maple Razsa, Milton Guillén 
In Maribor, Slovenia, protestors are revolting against political corruption. In this 
experimental participatory documentary, the viewer’s gaze and the protestor’s gaze – 
represented by the camera – become one, and the audience must collectively decide 
which route to follow.

Undercover in Underwear (Switzerland/ UK, 2016, 19’) 
Directed by: Diane Agatha
An auto-ethnographic short film that incites reflection around desire, desirability, and 
the complexity of female sexuality and its representations at the digital world of adult 
entertainment.

The Feel of History (The Netherlands/ Indonesia, 2017, 29’) 
Filmmaker in attendance
Directed by: Lise Zurné 
The film focuses on an Indonesian historical society, who annually re-enact one of the 
last battles with the Dutch colonizers, it explores the material culture of re-enactment, 
while observing these men becoming war heroes for a day.

Unity: Dress-scapes of Accra (The Netherlands, 2016, 36’) 
Filmmaker in attendance
Directed by: Mara Lin Visser 
While following Allan, a fashion designer, and his wife in the capital of Ghana, this 
mosaic film shows the great diversity of tailor-made fashion and hybrid styles; the 
ways the African wear is used and the expression of culture by wearing the African 
prints.

Joyous Are the Eyes that See You (Denmark, 2016, 30’) 
Directed by: Karen Waltorp 
Αn experimental ethnographic film, narrating the story of two young women.Τheir 
movement (harakat) is the element that dictates the form of the film and the narration 
equally reveals and conceals, as they both choose to leave some things ambivalent.

Summer school
Films that were produced during the Summer School of visual ethnography 2017, 
organized by Ethnofest and NIA:

Panellinion (Greece, 2017, 11’)
Directed by: Ioanna Papadatou, Cécile Flipo, Nikki Geelen, Sophie Cowling
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Among the Living (Greece, 2017, 12’)
Directed by: Konstantina Koultouki, Valentina Massone, Sofia Panagiotakou
Praxi (Greece, 2017, 11’)
Directed by: Anne Lisa Mudde, Elli Siora, Emma Harris, Lotte van der Woude
Trinity, A Culture of Compassion (Greece, 2017, 10’)
Directed by: Despoina Kalogianni, Diane Agatha, Kitty Ka Wai Chang
Sensational African Collection (Greece, 2017, 10’)
Directed by: Fidelia Ametewee, Camille Giraut, Sofia Poulia

The Possibility of Spirits (The Netherlands, 2016, 71’) 
Filmmaker in attendance
Directed by: Mattijs van de Port 
An essay film on the mystery of spirit-possession, the film invites viewers to allow 
themselves to be confused and -in that confusion- consider the possibility of spirits.

Ama-San (Portugal/ Switzerland/ Japan, 2016, 112’)
Directed by: Cláudia Varejão
In a Japanese fishing village, the local women are the keepers of the traditional form 
of fishing for 2000 years. Without any breathing device, their only tools being their 
lungs and hands, three small elderly women are transformed into underwater hunters 
Ama-San.

Promenade (USA/ France, 2016, 31’)
Directed by: Philip Cartelli 
Shot over two years, Promenade explores the new life of a recently renovated shipping 
pier in Marseille, from dusk till dawn, reflecting upon the concepts of near and far, 
past and present while following the passers-by. 

How to Rust (USA, 2016, 27’)
Directed by: Julia Yezbick  
A postindustrial fable, its starting point being an installation in Detroit. A metaphor 
for the forced assimilation of Africans to European culture and language, and a 
commentary on the short life of Fordism, the glorification of the past and fantasies 
of an idealized future.

Other Fire (Brazil, 2017, 20’)
Directed by: Guilherme Moura  
Fire is the force that controls and devastates, becomes the Other and forms the roles 
of the local people in Cerrado, the Brazilian savannah. An experimental cinematic 
portrait and a sensory record of the catastrophic power of the fire element.
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Next Stop: Utopia (Greece, 2015, 91’)
Filmmaker in attendance
Directed by: Apostolos Karakasis 
The attemps of the VIO.ME. workers who are trying to self-manage the factory, 
following the principles of direct democracy. The camera follows the evolution of this 
venture, including the workers’ victories and dissappointments.  

Before the Wave (Myanmar (Burma)/ Thailand, 2015, 24’)
Directed by: Molly Willows
A lyrical journey to a ragtag community of Moken sea nomads, ten years after a 
devastating tsunami. The film explores a forgotten aquatic lifestyle, while reflecting 
upon contemporary matters, such as globalisation, religiosity, and the fragility of our 
environment.

Alima (Greece, 2017, 30’) 
Filmmakers in attendance
Directed by: Loukas Koubouris, Nickolas Papadimitriou 
For centuries, the lagoon of Mesologgi-Aitoliko supplies a large part of the local 
population with food and gives them work, forming a unique natural and cultural 
landscape. The film is an effort to document the daily life of the fishermen at the 
Komma “ivari”, through their labour and their relationship with the unique space of 
the lagoon. 

Highway Rest Stop (France, 2016, 55’)
Filmmaker in attendance
Directed by: Isabelle Ingold 
The portrait of a motorway rest area in the French countryside, through the eyes and 
the thoughts of the people working there and the passers-by. A critic towards today’s 
Europe, a world of free-market competition, uprooting and solitude.
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The Hunters (USA, 1957, 72’)
Directed by: John Marshall
Four Ju/’hoansi men are hunting a giraffe on a five-day period. John Marshall’s 
classic ethnographic film is a milestone in the history of visual anthropology and 
offers invaluable information concerning the life of !Kung people in Africa.  

Linefork (USA, 2016, 96’)
Directed by: Jeff Silva, Vic Rawlings 
An immersive meditation on the passage of time and the persistent resonance of 
place, the protagonists being an elderly couple. On the background, we can see the 
Appalachian Mountains and listen to the music of a raw, yet preciously nostalgic 
banjo. 

22:00
23:15
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Unquiet Earth (UK/ France/ Spain, 2017, 64’)
Directed by: Chiara Ambrosio, Caterina Pasqualino 
In 2007 a group of neighbours in the working class area of Granada transforms a 
dumping ground into an orchard. The soil, stained by the blood of the civil war, is now 
a free social space, without politics, faith or religion, an unquiet earth.

e-Wasteland  (Australia/ Ghana, 2012, 20’)
Directed by: David Fedele
Without dialogue or narration, e-wasteland presents a visual portrait of unregulated 
e-waste recycling in Ghana, West Africa, where electronics are not seen for what they 
once were, but rather for what they have become.

Laundry Lives (Australia, 2015, 40’) 
Directed by: Sarah Pink, Nadia Astari 
Five women of the Indonesian middle-class and their complex relationships between 
their professional careers and their domestic lives, in an ever changing society. The 
film explores the changing gender relations, new technologies and concerns about 
the environment, and how all these factors affect domestic life.

Edge of the Clouds (China, 2016, 14’)
Filmmaker in attendance
Directed by: Hanna Kaihlanen 
Zhujinnong is a shibi, the communicator between the Gods of nature and the 
community, between Qiang culture and contemporary China. Somewhere between the 
mountain peak and the down below valley lies the ancient spirituality.

Feeling of a Home (Greece, 2017, 26’)
Filmmakers in attendance
Directed by: Michalis Kastanidis, Io Chaviara 
An old woman in Idomeni is telling stories about refugees. Νow the borders are closed 
and thousands of people are waiting. Palestinians from Syria create a kindergarten, 
something to bring them closer to the feeling of a home.
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Going Illegal, A Border Diary (Greece, 2016, 49’) 
Directed by: Anna Wilma Xilakis
Τhe outcome of a politically engaged ethnographic research οn the notion of borders 
and a depiction of the refugee crisis of 2015. The film is shot in Idomeni, symbol of 
Europe’s excluding character, but also symbol of solidarity as a response to detentions 
and deportations.

When you Are in the Sea – Where Can you Hide? (Greece, 2016, 22’) 
Filmmakers in attendance
Directed by: Ann-Kathrine Kværnø, Jack Ryan Jones 
The film follows two fishermen from the Greek village Skala Sikamineas, on the island 
of Lesvos, who were nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize for their efforts in saving 
people crossing the waters from Turkey to Greece.

Shingal, Where Are You? (Greece/ Belgium/ Austria, 2016, 99’) 
Filmmaker in attendance
Directed by: Angelos Rallis 
“Shingal, Where Are You?” illustrates the sufferings and the dilemmas of an uprooted 
Yezidi community, through the eyes of an older man, a teenage boy and a family. 
Tragedy strikes, as the family finds out that the daughter was abducted and taken to 
an IS slave camp.

Road of a Migrant (Ukraine/ Hungary, 2015, 52’) 
Directed by: Olena Fedyuk  
An annual ten-day pilgrimage, organized by Ukrainian labour migrants in order to 
share their experiences and to reconnect with their families, motivates the filmmaker 
to reflect upon the role of the Church in a post-soviet state.

Long Yearning (China/ Australia, 2017, 14’) 
Directed by: Eliott Spencer 
China is known as the factory of the world, yet the workers remain unseen. The film 
is an intimate close-up to the Chinese factory workers, that explores repetitive work 
through the sounds and images, combined with poems chosen by the protagonist 
workers.
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